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pay $10 billion more for their Medicare because
the Republican budget proposes to repeal the
extra help now given to the elderly poor with
their Medicare bills. Experts say up to a million
seniors could be driven out of Medicare.

And the Republican Congress proposes to do
away with the law that now prevents States from
forcing seniors whose spouses have to go into
nursing homes to sell their cars, their homes,
even empty their bank accounts before their
husbands and wives can get the Government
help for the care they need.

Young people and their families who are seek-
ing to secure America’s promise of opportunity
could wind up paying thousands of dollars more
in additional fees and interest to get student
loans. That’s a tax hike on middle class families
and students that we can’t afford for our future.

Most unbelievably of all, 17 million working
families who seek to share in the American
dream will have to pay $42 billion more in in-
come taxes through reductions in the earned-
income tax credit for working families. In 1993,
I worked hard to expand this working family
tax credit so that we in America could say that
anybody who works full-time with children in
their homes will not be in poverty. Now what
the Congress wants to do is to roll back that
working families’ tax credit in a way that will
impose a tax increase averaging $500 a family
on families least able to pay it. This is a tax
hike that literally will push many working fami-
lies back into poverty.

All told, there are about $148 billion of these
hidden taxes and fees. They represent a cynical
assault on America’s values by targeting working
families, the elderly, poor people who work hard
at their jobs, mothers seeking child support,
young people struggling their way through col-
lege. These are the very people we should be
helping. I want to reward responsibility, not

punish it; to increase opportunity, not shrink
it; to strengthen our families, not weaken them.
That’s why my budget plan includes none of
these new taxes.

The taxes imposed by the Republican budget
are deceptive and unfair. I urge Congress to
defeat them. We don’t need to raise taxes on
working people and lower their incomes to bal-
ance the budget. We have enough income in-
equality in America as it is.

I’ve proposed a balanced budget that reflects
our fundamental values, that eliminates the def-
icit without undermining education or weak-
ening our environment or violating our commit-
ments to working families, seniors, and poor
children. It secures Medicare and the Trust
Fund without imposing big new costs on seniors,
threatening their independence, or destroying
their dignity. And it gives a tax cut targeted
to education and childrearing, the very things
that working families need. And they’re helping
the very working families who are hit with the
tax increases under the Republican budget.

I’m deeply committed to balancing the Fed-
eral budget. But we have to do it in a way
that is consistent with our values and our vision
for our future, to give our people the chance
to make the most of their own lives, to strength-
en our families and protect our children and
honor our parents, to grow the middle class
and shrink the under class, and to preserve our
Nation as the world’s strongest. Let’s all keep
those values fixed firmly in our sight in the
weeks ahead as we work toward a balanced
budget that advances the American dream.

Thanks for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 8:49 a.m. in
the Old Whaling Church, Edgartown, MA, for
broadcast at 10:06 a.m.

Statement on Senator Sam Nunn’s Decision Not To Seek Reelection
October 9, 1995

For the last 23 years, Senator Nunn has
served our country with tireless devotion and
steady leadership. He has earned the respect
and appreciation of all Americans for his leader-
ship in national security, defense, and foreign

policy. He has urged us to deal with the long-
term challenges of our economy and to move
beyond established political rhetoric to new poli-
cies that reward responsibility and work and to
strengthen families and communities.
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I am grateful for his wise counsel and per-
sonal friendship and look forward to his contin-
ued leadership in setting the new Democratic

agenda and America’s agenda in 1996 and be-
yond. I wish him and his fine family well.

Remarks Announcing the Technology Learning Challenge Grants
October 10, 1995

Thank you, Mr. Vice President, for your out-
standing work on this issue. And thank you,
Secretary Riley and Secretary Brown, for your
work as well.

I want to say a few more things about the
people behind me and those in front of me,
but if I might, in the beginning, I think it would
be appropriate for me to make a few comments
about what has happened to the Amtrak train
in Arizona.

We believe it was a case of sabotage. And
I am profoundly outraged by it. I want to make
it clear that we will do everything we can with
the Federal Government to catch whoever is
responsible. I am determined that we will make
sure that in the United States we will have the
tools, the means we need to keep the American
people safe. We will get to the bottom of this.
We will punish those who are responsible. We
will not tolerate acts of cowardice like this in
the United States, regardless of the motive. And
when I know more about it, I’ll be glad to
comment more about it.

I have just finished a meeting, along with
the Vice President and other members of our
administration, with leaders who are here be-
hind me, leaders of many of the American com-
panies on the cutting edge of the information
age. They are helping to lead our Nation into
the world of the 21st century as the strongest
economic power in the world.

Two and a half weeks ago in California, I
met with some other business leaders, and I
called on the representatives of business, gov-
ernment, teachers, schools, parents, students to
become involved in a high-tech venture with
a guaranteed return. I asked for a national pub-
lic-private partnership to connect every class-
room in America to the information super-
highway by the year 2000.

This today, this meeting, is the next step.
Today these business and education leaders have
joined with me to launch a partnership that will

ensure that every child in America is techno-
logically literate for the dawn of the 21st century
and that every child in America has the re-
sources, the means, by which to become techno-
logically literate by the dawn of the 21st century.

The idea that every child deserves the oppor-
tunity to build a bright future has been at the
heart of America’s education system and Amer-
ica’s entire value system. Education is the way
we keep the promise of the American dream
to all of our children without regard to their
circumstances.

Today that means computers, knowing how
to make the most of them, having teachers who
can work with students to make the most of
them, and having the right software to make
the computers make sense. Technological lit-
eracy must become the standard in our country.
Preparing children for a lifetime of computer
use is just as essential today as teaching them
the basics of reading, writing, and arithmetic.

This isn’t just computers for computers’ sake.
We’re going to work together to help our
schools use technology to revolutionize Amer-
ican education so that all children will be able
to learn better and teachers will be able to be
more effective.

In the next few months, the leaders here be-
hind me will be working with us to produce
a plan based on the four pillars I outlined in
California: modern computers in every class-
room, accessible to every student from kinder-
garten through the 12th grade; connections from
every classroom to the incredible educational re-
sources flowing throughout the world; teachers
in every classroom who are trained to make
the most of new technology to educate every
student—and I want to emphasize, one of the
most important aspects of the technological rev-
olution is the opportunities being opened to
children so many Americans had given up on
and schools that too many Americans had given
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